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THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE, 


TO THE DEBT COMMITTEE OF THE SHEFFIELD 
TRADES. 


GeyTLEMen,—In the Jast number of the Examiner, 
you have, doubtless, seen a few remarks made by us, 
on your lengthy epistle of the 25th of January last. 
We have quoted, entire, the two first paragrapbs of that 
epistle, and have made our animadversions on the same; 
from which, we think, it will be seen, that your conduct, 
towards the Central Committee of the United Branches 
of Operative Potters, is not so consistent and truth- 
ful, as strict justice would require it to be. 

We now proceed to a further investigation of the 
charges, made against us, by you; at the same time pre- 
mising, that we ate sorry, that the length of your pro- 
duetion should compel us, from the limited space allowed 
in the Examiner for controversy, to disjoint our remarks, 
and to dole them out to the public by piecemeal. We 
feel, that, did the size of the Examiner permit, the 
errors, that you have so thoughtlessly committed against 
us, might have been more glaringly shown in one con- 
nected reply than in detached pieces, like the present. 
Nevertheless, as it is our intention to animadvert on the 
whole of your production, and as, for this purpose, we 
intend quoting every word of your very lengthy epistle, 
we shall be compelled to plod on in owr present piece- 
meal style, until we have come to the end of your world 
of charges. But, in doing this, let us beg you to under- 
stand, that we feel deeply the defensive position which 
you have compelled us to assume. Hostility between 


Capital and Labour, might be expected and looked for, ' 
from the opposition of interest that exists between, the united power of capital. 
Wealth and Poverty. There ever bas been, and there then, are all those causes, that tend to disunite the 





ever will be, under the present competitive tiate of 
social existence, a desire on the part of Capital to obtain 
Labour at the lowest possible price. This will ever fait 
the flames of dissension in the of those who desire* 
to live by the fruits of honest Industry. Hence the 
continued struggles of those who live by labour, against 
the encroachments of thore who amass wealth from the 
profits of capital. But between the different branches of 
industry, there is an identity of interest. The working 
class may be said to be the members of one great family, 
whose security depends on the unity of feeling, of senti- 
ment, and of action that may exist amongst them. 
Labour has no power to contend against the influence of 
Capital, but by well-directed and united efforts. How 
helpleer is each individual operative in the hands of his 
employer. when disconnected from the mass of his fellow- 
workmen! end how helpless are the operstiv:s of each 
separate trade, when opposed by the combined + fforts of 
their employers, and when unconnected with the other 
branches of industry amongst the working classes 
generally! Ropes of sand would be less weak than the 
sons of toil, when disunited and at varience with each 
other. In euch a state, they become the sport of cir- 
comstance and of the cupidity of their employers; and 
the iron-hand of wealth might be buried Mh their flesh, 
but they would be impotent in resisting it, from the want 
of unien. Union is the only stay, on which sinking 
Labour can expect to find support from the ruinous 
effects of competition and the misdirected powers of 
capital Union, general union, is the only certain foun- 
dation on which the working classes may hope to raise 
a structure, that may bid defience, now and for ever, to 
How much to be regreted, 
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poor! When those causes come from capital, there is 
something noble in opposing them !—working men may 
put on the armour of opposition ; and, on the justice of 
their cause, battle with them, until the last link is snap- 
ped, the last hope destroyed. But when those causes 
come from Labour, it is a house divided against itself, 
and the heart sickens at the contest. It is father against 
son, and son against father ; for their interests are iden- 
tified :_—it is an unnatural struggle, in which the ties of 
matual confidence are rudely destroyed, and in which, 
the feeling of the father and the duty of the son are 
wholly obliterated in the mad animosity of the savage 
and the fool. Every feeling heart must shrink from 
such a contest; every enlightened mind must deplore, 
deeply deplore, its unnatural existence; and yet, Men 
of Sheffield, or rather Members of the Debt Committee, 
you have placed ws in this position ; you have forced us 
(the Central Committee of the Potters’ Union) to defend 
ourselves against attacks, made upon us, by you :—you, 
working men !—attacks which we conscientiously aver 
are as far from truth and charity, when made applicable 





the different branches of the Union for that purpose. 
How, then, can they be said to have *‘ stood in your 
way ?”—_how can you so foolishly talk of “*Flat Pressers, 
Pressers, and Printers doing more for you than the Cen- 
tral Committee would sanction?” The Central Com- 
mittee has no official power to sanction questions such as 
these. They did all they could do, by referring your 
claims to the branches, as each branch governs itself; 
and if any branch feit itself in a position to pay more,— 
if the Flat-Pressers,Printers, or Pressers felt themselves, 
as a branch, in a position to pay a shilling p r member 
weekly, instead of the twopence they were then paying, 
it was, and is, out of our power to obstruct it. Then, 
‘‘ why direct so bitter an epistle against” us ?—-why, so 
rapsodically cry out, in reference to your harsh words, 
“ No, no, take them to yourselves! Wearthem! You 
have earned them well! and no one shall deprive you of 
what you have so nobly won! While we can find a 
tongue to speak, or pen to write, in maintenance of such 
noble deeds, these shall be yours!” 

In reference to the second error of this paragraph,— 


to us, as pity and respect are from untamed tigers. | namely, the want of desire in the Central Committee, to 


This, we have proved by the resolutions we have passed, 
and which we have laid before the public. But, alas, 
you will still atéack ; and we must stil! defend. 


} 


cancel your claims, nothing can be farther from fact. 
It would be needless for us to do more here, than 


It is a} simply to call your attention to the defence, put forth, 


wearisome and profitless task, but must be gone through. | by us, in the Examiner of January the 4th, from which 


It is, then, with sorrow, sorrow for you, and sorrow for 
ourselves, that we beg to call your attention to the third 
paragraph of your last epistle. 

You say,— 

“ We will now proceed to answer the question you say wil Ibe 
asked, and which you say you are unable to answer, (viz.): What 
has caused the Sheffield trades to direct so bitter an epistle against 
the UNITED PoTTERs? Our reply is, that the epistle complained 
of was directed against the Central Board, not against the 
“United -Potters.” We have proof, satisfactory to our minds, 
that the ‘“‘ United Potters” would have been more liberal towards 
us, and treated us better in every respect, had not the Central 
Board stcod in our way. The flat-pressers, pressers, and printers 
gave proof sufficient of this, in doing more fur us than the Cen- 
tral Board would sanction. Were any more proof wanted, we 
have it in the admission of parties constituting part of the Board 
itself, You will, therefore, perceive that the epithets “ injus- 
tice,’ “defraud,” “ juggling,” ‘“‘ shameful delays,” &c., were 
addressed to, and intended for, the Cenrrat Boarp, and not, as 
is slily insinuated, or rather broadly stated by you, directed against 
the “ United Potters.”” No, no, take them to yourselves! Wear 
them! You have earned them well !and no one shall deprive you 
of what you have so nobly won! While we can find a tongue to 
speak, or pen to write, in maintenance of such noble deeds, these 
shall be yours !” 


There are two great errors, running throughout the 
whole of this paragraph. The first is, in ieading the 
public to believe, that the Central Committee had the 
power,—officially the power,—to control the decision of 
the branches on the question of your claims, or, indeed, 
any question whatever; the second is, in leading the 
public to believe, that the Central Committee had the 
desire not to cancel your claims. 

As regards the first, we have proved to you, in a 





you will learn, if you have not learned already, that we 
(the Central Committee) have struggled hard, through 
the past year, to obtain all the money we possibly could 
towards cancelling your claims. We have proved, from 
the Minute Book of our society, that our desire was to 
serve you ;---that we passed resolution after resolution, 
week after week, and month after month, calling the 
attention of the branches to the necessity of cancelling 
your claims; that we have made a division of yours and 
the home debts, apportioning to each branch, and to 
each individual potter, their just shares in the same; 
that we have issued cards, “ Debt Cards,” for the re- 
ceipting of all monies paid towards your claims, and 
calling on the members of our society, and potters in 
general, to py THREEPENCE PER WEEK, PER 
EACH INDIVIDUAL, TOWARDS DISCHARG- 
ING YOUR CLAIMS; that we have received your 
delegates with respect ; that we have assisted in defray- 
ing their expenses, up to the time that you sent them 
amovgst us with hostile intentions; in short, since the 
commencement of our society, we have shown every 
desire to cancel your claims, by using all the moral 
power at our command ;—the only power, in contradis- 
tinction to official power, that the constitution of our 
society places at our service. What, then, becomes of 
your charge, “that the United Potters would have been 
more liberal towards you, and treated you better in every 
respect, had not the Central Board stood in your way ?” 
Gentlemen, this is but a poor return for the services of 
those, who have stood almost alone in advocating your 


former epistle, that such was the organization of our |Claims, for the last twelve months, and through whos 
society, that the Central Committee had not the power instrumentality £137, small though the sum be, have 


to lay a single levy, without first having the sanction of | been paid to you, in the past year. Be just. and let not. 
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passion blind you against those who lave been your best 
friends. 
You next state, in paragraphs 4, 5, and 6, that 


“We will now give you some of the many reasons why we applied 
such epithets to you. e came amongst you in September last, 
in consequence of our merchants and manufacturers having formed 
a society for the purpose of annihilating our unions In conse- 
quence of our pressing necessities, chiefly on account of the rea- 
son stated, together with the scissor-grinders’ turn out, as well as 
being in want of means to defend some of our townsmen then in 
prison on charges arising out of trades’ disputes, and of which we 
believed them innocent,; on ‘this occasion we applied to you, the 
“Central Board” as the executive of the potters, and solicited 
you sanction and assistance to obtain a threepenny levy, to enable 
us to meet our difficulties. 

This request you positively refused, by passing the following 
resolution: “ That a halfpenny weekly subscription be requested 


from the members of the different lodges, in addition to what the 


branch executives are now paying.” 

THIS RESOLUTION WAS PASSED IN REPLY TO A TRADEs’ 
APPLICATION, WHO, WHEN THE POTIERS APPLIED TO THEM, 
VOTED THREE POUNDS TEN SHILLINGS FROM EVERY MAN THEY 
HaD IN THB society!!!” : P 

In regard to the first of these paragraphs, we have 
nothing further to state than, that you have a very pecu- 
liar way of SOLICITING attention to your claims. Pre- 
vious to your coming in the soliciting spirit, we paid you 
near £100, and assisted im defraying the expenses of 
your delegates, whenever they came amongst us. But 
when you came soliciting with resolutions, passed by 
yourselves, to regulate our payments here, and with 
threats, that, unless those resolutions were carried out, 


by us, you would take the matter into your own hands, | 


and, if nothing else could be done, would stay amongst 
us, “ and eat, and drink the debt out,” it was then, that 
we thought that your spirit of solicitation boded us no 
good, and that it would be an act of madness, in us, to 
support men, whose avowed ol)j+ct was a course of ul- 
terior measures, that could not but tend to injure, if not 
destroy, onr society ; the justice of which fears has been 
fully proved by your late display. 

But in your fifth paragraph, you have committed a 
most serious mistake; and your sixth only doubles the 
error. 

It is not our intention to charge you with a wilful 
perversion of fact; but there is, really, something so 
much at variance with what you know to be true in 
those two little paragraphs, that the least which can be 
said of it, is, that it is a most singular and stupid 
anachronism. 

You say, “‘ This request” (that is the solicitation, par 
excellence, for a’ threepenny levy) ‘\ou positively re- 
fused, by passing the following resolution, ‘ That a half- 
penny weekly subscription be requested from the mem- 
bers of the different lodges, in addition tu what the 
branch executives are now paying.’ ” 

You know, or ought to know, that that resolution was 
passed a week or a fortnight prior to your making the 
request for a threepenny weekly subscription, from the 
members of our society. We pasved that resolution in 
opposition to the constitution of our socicty, from a 
desire to increase the amount of your weekly receipts, 




















and to swell the sum, then paying by the Flat-Pressers, 
Pressers, and Printers’ Executives. We also passed 
that levy from the desire to induce the seven thousand 
working j otters of these districts, both in and out of 
union, to contribute towards the cancelling of your 
claims. This sum alone, if paid by all, small though it 
be, would realize about £750 a year, which, added to 
that, paid by the branch executives, would not have been 
the contemptible sum, which your remarks about “ blind 
fiddlers’ and “ sugar sticks” would lead the public to 
believe it to be. But, to the anachronism. 

On the 10th of September, 1844, the resolution, quoted 
by you, was passed. On the same day, Mr. Benjamin 
Littlewood and another delegate, both from Sheffield, 
and just arrived in the Potteries, waited upon us; but, 
previous to their entering the committee-10om, and be- 
fore it was generally known that the Sheffield delagates 
were in waiting, the halfpenny levy was laid. But this 
is not all. These two gentlemen did not cowe with the 
“request” for threepence per week, fiom the members 
of our society. This was brought to, and laid before 
us, a fortnight afterwards, by Messrs. Kirk and Rawlins; 
at which time, the following resolution was passed, 

“ That the resolutions, laid before this committee by 
the Sheffield friends, be taken before the Lodges; and 
reports, on the same, brought in, on Tuesday evening 
next.” 

These are the simple facts of the case. How palpably 
false then is your statement that “‘ the halfpenny levy 
was passed in reply to an application from Trades, who, 
when the potters applied to them, voted three pounds 
ten shillings from every man they had in their socie- 
ties.” Let us beg of you, gentlemen, to be more care- 


| ful the next time you have to deal with facts and dates. 
| It is a matter of importance to us, a8 working men, that 


our proceedings are not maligned. We feel the injury 
you have done us, and the impossibility of removing the 
same, from the limited circulation of the Examiner 
amongst the middle class o! this neighbourhood, amongst 
whom, be it said, your misstatements have received the 
most circulation. 

But there is yet another falacy, to which we must 
now beg to call your attention. 

From the ccntinued ite:ation, which you are in the 
habit of making, relative to your “request” for the 
threepence weekly, from the members of our society, the 
public is led to believe, that we are opposed to your ob- 
taining the eame :—nay, from the paragraphs quoted, it 
will be seen, that you broadly state, that we are. But 
what is the fact? Why, that the very committee, that 
you now condemn, appvinted, several months before you 
came with your ulterior measures, a sub-committee to 
look after the cancelling of the Sheffield claims. It was 
this committee, that made the division of yours and the 
home claims, and that issued a number of cards for the 
branches and for every individual potter, both in and out 
of union, throughout these districts. It was this commit- 
tee that asked for a threepenny weekly subscription, from 
the members of their society, and from potters generally, 
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for the cancelling of your claims :---yes, the cancelling 
of your claims, as we had then a resolution on the 
books of our society, that you should be paid first; and 
all this was done months before you came with your 
threepenny levy and olterior measures. Neverthel-ss, 











it is WE, and we ‘alone,’ who “stand in the way” of} 


the cance'ling of your claims! 
consistency, have you been blundering at? and, how, in 
the name of justice, can you so far abandon truth, as to 
make such foolish statements? Here, again, we will 
give you a fact, hoping, at the same time, that when you 
write again, you will follow the same course, and not 
deal so much in random assertions. It was the commit- 
tee, that brought out the following card, to which we 
have alluded before, and from which it will be seen, that 
what we have stated, is fact;—sterling, indisputable 
fact! 
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(To be continued next week.) 





TO THE CHINA POTTERS, 
Feiiow-WorkMEN,—It is with regret, that I see some of you 
so apathetic at this momentous time,—a time when the earthen 
branches are setting such a noble example. They, no doubt, have 


What, in the name of | 








to it, from being undersold in the markets. Then down we come 
to your starvation system ; and thus, you are the only cause of the 
markets being glutted, and one-third of the potters being thrown 
out of employ ; for this is a certain consequence of low prices and 
glutted markets; and all arises from want of Union. But, what 
will become of us, as a branch, when machinery is introduced ? 
Have you any fear ofthat? ‘‘ No!” you say, “ it will not injure 
us !—they cannot make china by ‘ Jolly!’”" But we say, they can 
make earthen potters into china ones ; for “ Jolly” will grind up 
all the earthenware work; and then some of them will be forced 
into our branch, and will bring us down, as a superabundance of 
hands always does: and others will be crawling about the streets, 
with their curved backs, and their hands thrust into their pockets, 
as though they were trying to get a little warmth from their ema- 
ciated bodies. Perhaps we may be three years, before we come to 
that state ; but come to it we shall, and so will every other branch 
in the potting business. 

Yes, fellow-workmen, at the end of three years, many shall feel 
all the effects that other trades have felt. Our means to live will 
be taken from us; we shal] be a miserable half-clothed, half-fed, 
cadaverous looking body of operatives. But, my friends, shall this 
be, without a struggle to prevent it? Ihope not! Some of your 
body are giving every assistance to the plans of the Central 
Board; they are paying their Levies; they are paying their Emi- 
gration shares; and they are paying their Union; and they intend 
to do so, until the great object is accomplished. Then, come and 
join them, and be no longer a drag on your fellow-workmen ; but 
let your names be handed down to your posterity, as standing pro- 
minently forward in the promotion of the only plans, whereby the 
working potters may expect to retain the means to live, namely, 
by supporting their trade, and assisting the Central Board to get 
possession of the Twelve Thousand Acres of LAND! For such 
is the determination of your sincere friend and well-wisher, 

ArRGus., 

TEMPERANCE! 

To the Editor of the Potters’ Examiner, and Workman's Advocate. 

Str,—I cannot but feel much pleased, that such a periodical as 
the Potters’ Examiner, should have started into existence, to 
curb the rampant rapacity of such as would rob the industrious 
mechanic of the means of preserving life in some degree of com- 
fort. But, that there are other grievances, grievances which arise 
from other sources than that of capitalists and manufacturers, 
which must be removed, ere that state of comfort and happiness, 
which I, with you, wish to see realized, cannot, I think, be denied. 
The evil I would particularly refer to, is that of DaunKENNESs. 
This evil, alone, if allowed to go unchecked, in its blighting and 
destructive course, is able to overthrow every other movement that 


some amongst their branches, who have gotten those strange no- } may be brought into operation for the amelioration of the unavoid- 


tions in their heads, about ——. But no matter what' But, you / 
what notions have you gotten? for you are not following the ex- 
ample of those strange-headed, crotchety gentlemen. What are 
you doing ? 
sisting your branch to carry out the movement, which the potters, 
generally, are aiming at. But, perhaps, you think you are safe, 
and have nothing to fear, either from machinery, or unprincipled 
masters. If such be your opinion, you are sadly mistaken; for 
should the potters become a disunited body, then will the conse- 
quences be scen, and fearfully felt. As it is, you keep your branch 
in a state of uhcertainty and weakness ;—you hang as a clog upon 
them; you depress your fellow-workmen more than their i asters 
do, let them be as unprincipled as they may. Yes! you, wio are 
working mea, and have nothing, in the shape of assistance or even 
sympathy, to expect from any individual. But working men are 
the greatest foes and enslavers, that the working men have to fear, 
for you, by your disunion, are at the mercy of any manufacturer, 
who may be taken with a grasping inclination, for a little more 
wealth; for, knowing your helpless state, he has only to offer a 
less price, and you to accept it, or starve. This you know to be 
the case. ‘Yet, you will not join with us! 

Did the matter end here, it would be well But, no! it does 
not! Your injustice is felt by all. Other manufacturers follow 
theexample of yours. Nay, in some instances, they are compelled 


' 











able evils to which we, as working potters, are subjected. ‘‘ Strange, 
passing strange,”’ that men should be so blind to their own inter- 
ests,— that they should continue to practise that which produces 


Not what you ought to do, or else you would be as-}so much misery individually, and creates such an insurmountable 


barrier to the realization of projects calculated to produce a fair 
share of moral independence and domestic comfort to the labour- 
ing classes. If we would but calculate upon one-third of the mo- 
ney spent by working potters in drink, to be applied to Union 
purposes, no power that could be brought against us, would be of 
any avail. Though the whole phalanx of capitalists should array 
themselves for that purpose against us, we could smile npon their 
power, and bid them defiance. Machinery, if it must come, would 
be less serious in its effects, in consequence of our being in a better 
position to meet it; the plan of emigration would then be easily 
carried out; home on a distant shore would then be provided for 
those that otherwise would be houseless wanderers in their native 
land. 

Oh, fathers, master your appetites' Young men, beware of 
creating a love for that, which, if persisted in, will prove an 
everlasting curse! Abandonit! Let your time be employed for 
the information of your minds, and your money, what you have to 
spare, for the increasing of the Five Thousand Pounds and Emi- 
gration Funds ! 


Burslem, Jan. 3rd, 1846. Trtus WisHWELL. 
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Che Wotters’ Examiner, dation prepared for the settlers, to withdraw from the works of any 


manufacturer who may introduce the contemplated mechanical 
And Workman's Advocate, Fesrvuary l5ru. 1845. appliances, the whole of his work people ; to place the same upon 
From a small note in another part of our paper, it will be seen, the land, and never again to allow such manufacturer to carry on 
that the Printers of Burslem are engaged in a strike, at the works business in this empire. — This is the ultimatum of their proceed- 
of Messrs. Mellor, Venables, and Co. ae a + ayer an example of all manufacturers, con- 
This strike has been called into existence by the introduction of a) he - ar rare who may seek to reduce the price of ma- 
a Printing Machine, at the firm in question; and, in truth, the ( Sleod abour, by bringing iron and steam to compete with flesh and 
steps taken have not been taken too soon, or without plenty of ‘We h ‘ f tering furth his j : 
cause for thesame. Danger, imminent danger, surrounds every | ok a aie gr aly rea, Lancomwoy aay pat pean wy a 
member of the Printers’ Branch ; and unless strenuous and ener- a a sr sacendiainn. atutis ‘ad am ‘ - t aan ect 
etic steps be taken, that danger will descend upon them; and P P cings, 8°v:ng Coe SOE, CRO er 
} atemetie a iit tne Sie aiid = tg ype Fo ae they | ore@2 of their society.* In the meantime we hope the trades of 
peas <r dbs + bat = Dutiiitintiit eheimei att wealeh | Britain, will take those proceedings into their most serious consi- 
nnanent These few at " — ie nat one the cottete | deration, and if possible, direct their energies to the obtainment 
= — ns Ate sotee ound will have ‘. pot adie hy, etd of land—land from which, in connection with labour, all wealth is 
5 ’ ' 
many years are passed away. It should now be the object of | produced ! 





every operative printer to support the Executive of his branch in * The Potters’ Examiner. 
their present undertaking. Their present battle cannot be fought |} —~—————-_--—— : - 
without money :—money, then, should be the one great object sod EMIGRATION.—Letrer No. XXXYV. 


all! The board must have funds! or else all their efforts, to (The following letter is from Mr. George Garner, who 
oppose machinery, will prove abortive. Every printer should | : d his b “a hs back 

look upon the present struggle as a determined stand, made by his ‘ emagrated from this country, a pout eght months back, and 
branch, to protect his bread. He should, therefore, attend regu- | 40 whom was given, in connection with Messrs. Howson, 
larly to the payment of his subscriptions. All arrears should now | Cartwright, and Bradshaw, a Farewell Supper by the 
be paid up ; and the executive supported in a manner that the | Committee of the Emigration Society. It will be read 
importance of the case requires. Nay, every operative printer } > 


should DeuSLE his subseription. What is a chilling, or two, or | with much tnterest,-as all the parties, to whom it relates, 


r ‘ ; : ; 
ten, when devoted to battle against beggary and starvation? Let | seem to le doing well. There was a foolish rumour 
no narrow-minded, niggerly spirit be displayed in this business ; | circulation, that Mr. Howson had returned. It is wholly 
but let ev ery man act, as though the safety of the cause depended | false. Ed.) 
solely upon himself. { Birmingham, 

oh sat entidtinatnlerinilenennliieincniciictmetmenemantencemetin | Allegany County, State of Pensilvania, 
THE TRIBUNE. North America, December 25th, 1844. 

(We have no doubt, that the readers of the Examiner and\ Respected Friends,—I have delayed writing, in order to give 
th tt ly will d the owt: t t with | you every information, respecting the state of this country. The 

@ potters genera rea: Jollowing extrac wth | past events on the water, and, also, in getting up the country, I 
pleasure. It will be seen, that the plans of our society | have stated in a letter to my brother, of which no doubt you have 
are duly appreciated by some of the leading minds of | heard. But, however, I will say this much, we had what is called 
the empire. Let, then, the following remarks, from the | * & od passage with a good captain and an intelligent crew. We 


» 7° . : . ; landed in New York on the 3rd of August, your wake’s Saturday. 
Editor of the Tribune, nerve us to still greater exertions ; | Howson landed about the Ist or 2nd, I cannot say which. He set 


to the end, that the great object, of which he writes, may | sail a fortnight before us ; so you see, we beat them about thirteen 
be Sully and practically carried out. It will also be} days. Our passage was thirty-five days. We called at New 
seen, that the remarks are in reference to an article, \ Jersey. We also called at the house of Sampson Chatterly’s rela- 

| tion in Jersey, I mean one of the Marshes; but he was gone toa 


: ; " “ ais . 
which appeared tm the Examiner on the Emigration | mera), and we did not see him. I am informed, that Daniel 


question, which article was quoted in The Tribune in | Greatbatch is living in a very respectable way, and doing well. 
Sul. Tid.) | We set out again on the Sth, by steam boat, railway, and canal; 
and got to our journey’s end on the 15th; a distance of 500 
miles. We were well received at East Liverpool, by a many that 
came from the Potteries, together with others from Ashby-wholds. 


Our rcaders will perceive from the foregving, that the potters of | 
Staffordshire, are actively alive in their preeent efforts to obtain the 


funds to p as 7 - tf ian i 2 : . ‘ 
pra ccna sen Ae enc ae Rll 4 pred. | In three days after we got in, Bradshaw, Cartwright, and myself 
eee y Se ee ae 7 k. C ight turning aft ; and Bradshaw 
land is the half of a township, or an estate of four and a half eee Co eee wg eta tung bevgtud be 
miles equave; end Ui ‘ J shility. that th on ao began in the kiln, at John Goodwin’s. John Goodwin wanted me 
guare; and there is every probability, that the society o k h ith hi in the busi but I declined. 1 told 
united potters, will be in possession of the same before the present | *° **4* * sare with him, in the business, but I declined. 
saad te ecmryh aah dials Gn’ of do dicted eed him, I did not intend to go into business until spring. By that 
for raising the re wr f - ; : ; 8} M; hi time, I shall know a little more of the country. It would be un- 
) sing the requisite funds, is now in operation. Machinery, to | ¥i.0'of me to commence in business, as soon as I gotin There 
an alarming extent, is about to be introduced into the potting bu- - : 
: rh. : are those that have, and have lost their money to teach them 
> £ . : ° ’ 
siness. ‘The potters have therefore taken the alarm, and are now sense. If on the land, they give more for it, than they would do 
ie : . . : ° . : & 8 . 9 yas ’ 
aetenly engaged in agitating their districts for the purpose of = by waiting until opportunity serves, for, in farming, the situation 
dis © . ey . no Spsapes re ye sg gece gry = | is a great deal better. If it lies within 20 or 30 miles of a town, 
hei ade > ag 7 is called, “ Beats . Pe . 4 . 
> sand arp ha ae fant ond A he a ta . ~ mo r 2B tt ae it is a deal better than being situated 200 or 800 miles off, because 
{ ae oe ee ee Oe Sevoned 00 The obstruction 8& | the produce can be taken in the market with little expense, and a 
‘mike oe = eee carne mio ony branch of | demand of cash made for it. But 1 feel more favourable to the 
eir - : } ‘ P ' 
he *, by at ge = eT - thus ee ene 4 } potting business, and have determined to enter into the business 
f . ili yp algerie, Soe! ager 2 he cede were ogee | spring. And, in order to gain information respecting the sale 
pet os the "toiee to — pgm eg = have woe) a of the ware, 1 have been through Pittsburgh and the surrounding 
oe ee no fe, fo lene ©} markets, and I find there are markets open to receive every cup of 
obstruction of the introduction of machinery into their trade, they ware that is made. The Derbyshire ware cannot come into these 
Propose ss cuon as the land is purchased, and suitable accummo- | markets, under one dollar per dezem, that is unhandled ware 
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handled a deal higher. Now there can be as good a body as your 
citron body got up here, and sold at 30 per cent. less than the 


Derbyshire. This you may easily infer, because there is a duty 


of 30 per cent. on your English pottery. This, with breakage, | 


makes it higher. I have seen, in one of the respectable houses, in 
Pittsburgh, white cream-coloured dishes sold at six dollars per 
dozen. Now there can be good yellow-ware dishes got up here, 
and sold at 70 cents per dozen—2s. 4d. your money. East Liver- 
pool is full of clay and coal, and contains about 7000 inhabitants ; 
lying on the Ohio River, 45 miles from Pittsburgh. It lies well 
for shipping to Cincinnati; also to New Orleans, and a many 
other markets. I have engaged with the Bennetts, that were 
potting there, to do their throwing until spring. Cartwright has 
engaged with them also, to turn for them. They, together with 
us, have left East Liverpool, and have come to Birmingham. The 
Bennetts have built a factory, to the amount of 4,000 doliars, 
which is now in operation at Birmingham. I shall have a good 
situation. I will not recommend any potters to come out, unless 
they have situations to come to; but as the trade spreads, potters 
will be wanted. But there are none wanted at present. If any 
potters come here, they will only be in each other’s way; and 
give to the masters an opportunity of reducing wages. But if 
any of you wish to come out, by writing to me, I will answer your 


interrogations to the best of my knowledge and ability. I would | 


recommend George Hudson to come out, AND TO GO ON THE 
LAND! he could not fail todo well; for, by understanding farming 
a little, he may rent a farm at any time, or at any place, by paying 
half the farm produces, by way of rent ; the landlord finding every- 
thing that is necessary for the working of the farm. This being 
done, you can produce more of the necessaries of life in three days 
than you can, at the wedging block, in six; and keep your wife at 
home, in the bargain. To work here, as you do, would be consi- 
dered, by the Americans, as being worse than the beasts, and as 
having very little more sense for so doing. The women, here, 
never work at all; they consider it too mean; but walk up and 
down with a veil before their face, and are considered almost 
angels! It is impossible for you to starve, I have never seen 
but one beggar, since we landed in America; and that was 
an Englishman, begging his way up the country. I saw him re- 
lieved in a very handsome way. Provisions are very cheap; the 
best cuts of beef 2d. per lb.; other parts ld. per lb. I have 
bought my winter’s potatoes in, at 15 cents per measure. In 
East Liverpool, they were selling at 124 cents per measure, Is. 
2d. per peck your money. Sugar, 4d. per pound; butter, 5d. per 
pound; cheese, 3d. per pound; tea, 2s. ld. per pound; flour is 
rising a little; it is considered now dear at 4 dollars for 196 lbs., 
about Is. 2d. per stone, your money. Fruit of all kinds abounds: 
when in season, we can have it for carrying away. Shoes, as 
cheap as with you; but the leather not so good. Woollen cloth, 
as cheap and as good as with you. I can have a good coat for 13 
dollars: prints and white calico are a little higher. 

There is none of that lordlyship, as in England. Some of you 
are obliged to worship your masters, when meeting them on the 
road; I mean by almost ploughing the road up, with bowing and 


spraping to them; and perhaps just at the entrance of a place of 


worship. There is no such thing here. I have seen men, worth 


—— tt nl 
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| I have seen boys of 10, or 12 years old conversing with grown up 
}men, and contending as strongly, as though they had had 50 
} years’ experience, as politicians ; and those, at age to vote, at the 
day of polling, go to the ballot-box with a determined step, in 
} spite of all opposition, to exercise their opinion. There is no can- 
| vasing of votes, through the medium of some influential manu- 
facturers. No such thing! This would not be appreciated by 
them; they would teil you, that that liberty, once fought for by 
| Washington, is cherished by them, and cannot be violated. Mr. 
Clowes told me, before I started, that the laws of America were 
of such a nature, that a man was in great danger of being insulted 
in the street, and could not seek redress. I can here tell him it 
is false. The laws of Ohio are, that if one man strike another, he 
} is fined 5 dollars ; for playing cards, if it be in a private house, 5 
dollars ; for betting wagers, if it be on the election, 50 dollars, or 
} lose his vote for ever; and all other kinds of gambling is punished 
in a similar way. 

The state of Virginia is a slave state; where the coloured peo- 
| ple are bought and sold. In this state, the laws are not quite so 
| severe on gambling; but assaults of all kinds are punished with 
; the greatest severity. The state of Pensilvania is about the same 

as Ohio; and all other free states are almost as severe. There 
| are no stipendiary magistrates here; they are elected by the voice 
of the people. There has been an election in the village of East 
Liverpool, for their magistrate; they solicited a shoe-maker tw 
stand the poll, but he objected. A neighbouring farmer then came 
forward, and was defeated by a man of good character, and neces- 
sary education for the office. Cartwright’s lathe-turner is the son 
{of a magistrate; his father is nothing but a tailor; but having a 
character that will bear the strictest investigation, and a simple 
} education, he is elected. Just so, it is, with other officers in the 
\ state. The people seem to be alive to their own interest. 
} ‘The rising generation are better educated than with you. ‘The 
| parent keeps the child steady to his book; and, when old enough, 
| places in his hand the newspaper, which prepares his mind for 
} every coming event; and, when young, will converse with men on 
| the state of the country, pointing out the evil, and also the re- 

medy, in such a manner that would surprise you. I think I have 
| now named every thing of importance. We are all in good health, 
| and sincerely hope this will find you in possession of the same. 
} Please to give my respects to Geo. Hudson and wife, to Mary Pool, 
| Geo, Pope, Ralph Cartledge, Mathias Cartledge and Elizabeth 

Cartledge, Philip Smith, Mathias Stevenson, John Shaw, Samuel 
} Riley, and all enquiring friends, and believe me to remain, 
Yours, in the bonds of friendship, Gro. GARNER. 


N.B.—If you write, direct for me, “ Birmingham, near Pitte- 
burgh, Allegany County, State of Pennsylvania, North America.” 
} Please to tell my brother John, and brother-in-law Enoch Bullock, 
} that I received their letter about a fortnight after I wrote my last, 
| and will answer their enquiries in about a week. G. G. 
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THE LAW OF VENEZUELA RELATING TO 
EMIGRATION. 
(From the Tribune ) 
As several hundred individuals have joined an Emigration So- 


j— 
} 





double the amount of those you idolize, working by the side of} ciety, and subscribed a thousand shares (a synopsis of which 
their men, during the week, and, on a Sunday, sitting by their | appeared in our last) we think it our duty, as impartial journalists, 
side in a place of worship. The fine oat is thought no more of | to Jay before our readers the reasons that have led so many in- 


than the rough one, if he be a man of moral habits and cha- 
racter. 

Respecting the laws of America, they are not so constructed as 
in England. The poor man has a voice, as well as the rich. Kech 
state has its own laws independent of each other, from the gover- 
nor down to the constable. There has been, since we came, a 
general election, from the President of the United States, down to 
the magistrates of the different respective states. Mr. Polk is 
come out, on the democrat interest ; and Mr. Clay, on the whig 
interest, for President of the United States. Mr. Polk, the demo- 
cratic candidate, is elected. Every man, woman, and child seems 
to be interested in the matter. At almost every door, there is a 
pole erected, witha flag on the top, with the President's name on, 
for which they are in favour. They are a very intelligent people. 


{ sos . . 

| dividuals (amongst which are several parties whom we know to be 
| very intelligent and trustworthy) to determine on preferring this 
{new and comparatively unknown country to the better known 
| fields of Emigration in the United States. The reasons are two- 
fold, First, the remarkable liberal conduct of the government in 
relation to the granting of tracts of land; and, second, the very 
fine and equable climate of the elevated table lands of that country. 
In our present number we present the Venezuela Law of Emi- 
gration, and in our next ‘we shall present a full sketch of the 
climate, character, and resources of the country, taken from un- 
exceptionable authorities. 


The Senate and Chamber of Representatives of the 
Republic of Veneztiela assembled in Congress, Decree :— 
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AND WORKMAN’S ADVOCATE. 








Article 1.—The Executive is authorised to promote, stimulate 
and protect, all undertakings, having for their object the Emigra- 
tion of Europeans and natives of the Canary Islands; availing 
itself for this end of all its resources generally, and of the follow- 
ing in particular, namely, Ist. out of the fund provided for un- 
forseen expenses and until a special one for the present object be 
assigned, such sums as it may deem necessary, subject however to 
reimbursement when a distinct Emigration Fund be provided. 
2nd. All waste Goverment Lands which, from their situation, salu- 
brity, and soil may be suitable for Emigrants. 3rd. All lands it 
may think fit to buy or rent from private parties in consideration 
(ease) of no public lands of the foregoing description being met 
with in those places which it may be expedient to appropriate to 
Emigrants. 

Article 2.—In order that the executive power may receive as 
soon as possible an exact and circumstantiai account of such public 
or private lands, from situation and other circumstances may be 
appropriate to Emigrants, Governors of Provinces will institute 
the necessary inquiries and remit the result to the Excutive 
within such given time as it may appoint, explaining every thing 
necessary for arriving at an accurate knowledge of the situation, 














extent, temperture, soil, and value of the lands and of the streams 
which they contain, distinguishing such as may be fit for grazing 
from those that are arable, the description of cattle adapted te the 
former, and the nature of the cultivation most suited to the latter, 
agreeable to the experience and judgment of those in the neigh- 
bourhood, and stating the names and abodes of the owners of such 





land as in the absence of public lands may be deemed liable to be 
required by government either in the shape of purchase or on | 
lease, Ist. Should the executive power think fit, it may have re- 

course to any other means of obtaining the information treated of | 


in this article. 2nd. The executive will issue such instructions | 
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sary for supplying any void therein, advising congress of what it 
may do in this particular. 

Aid to be afforded to those who may undertake Emigraticn, and 
their obligations. 

Article 7.—Such parties as may undertake to introduce Emi- 
grants to the country, may receive from the executive power an 
advance of money and a portion of the lands destined for this ob- 
ject, provided they give good security to introduce the Emigrants 
within a period not exceeding 18 months; failing therein, the 
principal or his security shall be compelled to return all such 
money and lands as he may have received, together with a rent 
corresponding with the value of the lands, and a fine equal to 
three per cent per month, on the amount of money received, for 
the time such money may have remained in his hands. 

Separate Clause: The same aid may be furnished to whoever 
may bear the character of an introducer of Emigrants, even after 
such Emigrants have been introduced into the country without 
this previous aid. 

Article 8.— Whatever sums the government may thus advance 
to the parties, shall be repaid by them without interest, within six 
years from the arrival of the Emigrants, with which view they will 
give their notes of hand at the time of receiving the money, 
signed by them and their securities, who must constitute them- 
selves liable in the same terms as the principal. 

Article 9.—That the executive power eball give those who thus 
charge themselves with Emigration, possession of the lands 
awarded them by the 7th article, provided they engage to culti- 
vate them with the Emigrants, within the period of four years 
from the date on which possession be given to them. 

If, on the expiration of this period, it be proved to the satisfac- 
tion of the executive, that at least one-third part of the assigned 
lands be under cultivation, in early or perrenial productions, and 


regarding the points to be ascertained, as that the reports may } that the Emigrants referred to in this law have been principally 


contain all information necessary for arriving at a thorough know- 
ledge of the lands, both on the part of the government, the emi- 
grants, and those co-operating in their emigrations, and will 
further indicate the measures that shall be taken in order to obtain 
proof, and a judicial decision of such lands as may be suitable for 
emigrants, being the property of the nation. 

Article 3.-In order to furnish the requisite assistance to such 
emigrants as may require it, and give them the information and 
instruction they may stand in need of in the conduct of their 
affairs and contracts, the excutive will name a commissioner in 
each of the principal ports, to whom directions will be transmitted 
as tothe mode of discharging his commission with authority to 
dispose of such sums as he may need in order to comply with the 
said directions; this commisioner will keep a regular account of 
his disbursements, and will receive a remuneration graduated by 
the Executive proportionate to his labours. A similar commis- 
sioner may be oppointed in any other place the Executive may 
choose. 

Article 4.—As soon as the Emigrants land the commissioner 
will present them to the governor of the province, or to the politi- 
cal chief, should the former not reside in that canton of the 
province, in order that their names, sex, and age, country, pro- 
fession, trade, and the distinguishing characteristics of each be 
duly registered, as well as the names of the parties who may have 
brought them to the country. A copy of this document will be 
immediately transmitted to the supreme government. 

Article 5.—There will be established in the department of the 
secretary of the interior, a distinct bureau, to be called the section 
of emigration. It will be supported by the funds of that depart- 
ment, and the person directing it will receive a salary of 1500 
dollars per annum: one of his duties will consist in furnishing 
quarterly a report of the proceedings, the executive may cause it 
tobe published for general information. In this report must be 
inserted all the omissions and faults of his agents in complying 
with the instructions given them in this important affair. 

Article 6.—The executive will take care that no emigrants be 
introduced, who, by their vices may prove prejudicial to the 
country: it will, moreover, apply to congress for such further 
regulations as it may deem expedient for the better compliance 








with this law, and will add to it such provisions as may be neces- 


employed therein, the executive shall give to the undertaker his 
title deeds as proprietor of the said lands. If a third part of the 
lands shall not have been cultivated, within the prescribed period 
of four years, thé undertaker shall only have a right to the pro- 
prietorship of such part as they may have cultivated, and the re- 
mainder shall revert to the mass of public lands. 

Article 10.—That lands appertaining to private individuals, 
which the government may rent for the use of Emigrants, shall be 
transferred to the undertakers under the same stipulations and 
obligations as may have been entered into by government with 
their owners. 

(To be continued.) 


THE HOLLOW-WARE PRESSING MACHINE 
To the Editor of the Potters’ Examiner, 
Middlesbro’, Feb. 10th, 1845 

Sir,—In the Examiner of the 8th instant is a communication 
respecting a machine for making hollow-ware. The report is true 
with one exception, the machine in question, is now at Stockton- 
on-Tees, and not at thisplace. I beg that im your next, you will 
correct the error. The statement is true, and the effects are 
plainly visible. You will therefore, say, that the place.is Stockton- 


| on-Tees, at Messrs. Smith and Co. and not at Middlesbro’. 


I am, Sir, most devotedly yours. 
*ee 2 © 











THE PRINTERS’ STRIKE AT VENABLES’, BURSLEM. 
THE “ROLLING MONSTER.” 
To the Editor of the Potters’ Examiner. 

Sim —Some two years ago, a Printing Machine was introduced 
at the Firm of the Messrs. Mellor, Venables, and Co., Burslem, 
by which ten adult printers are deprived of employment. Twenty. 
two Transferers have worked after this machine ; from which it 
will be seen, that ten Presses have been superseded. 

In addition to the above, the same firm is about to introduce 
another machine of the same kind which is capable of keeping 
FORTY women at constant employment, and thus destroy the 
demand for the labour of TwENTY adult printers ; the consequence 
of which has been, that the transferers, who worked after the 
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same, have ceased their work, for the purpose, if possible, of pro- 
tecting the interests of their}branch /from the fearful evil which 
this machine is certain to bring down upon them, if allowed to 
progress. 

Really, Mr. Editor, there is something fearful in prospect for 
working printers, unless they hasten ‘themselves, to protect their 
trade against the encroachments of this “ Rolling Monster.” 

But what is principally desired ;by the printers of Burslem, at 
the present crisis, is, that their brethren of other branches will 
use their influence with the female portion of their families, who 
are employed at transfering, to avoid taking the places of the 
Tura-outs, so long as the strike lasts. By so doing they will 
greatly facilitate the object the printers have in viéw. 

Yours respectfully, 





A PRINTER. 





@OFFICIAL NOTICES. 
JUSTICE TO ALL! 

THE POTTERS GENERALLY 
Are informed, that General, Public, District Meetings of 
all Branches will take plaee at the following times and 
places, when a Lecture will be delivered on the neces- 
sity of paying off all Union Debts; the Consistency and 
Honourable conduct of the Central Committee of the 
United Branches of Operative Potters, in their endea- 
vour to pay those debts; and the impolicy, not to say 
wickedness, of an attempt to destroy the present com- 
bination amongst working potters, because a larger sum 
than £137 could not be obtained, in the past year, 
towards cancelling the Old Union’s Debts. 

Loxeron; Workmen’s Hall, Monday evening, Feb- 
ruary 17th, 1845. 

Fenton ; Angel Inn, Wednesday evening, February 
19th, 1845. Also:— 

THE TUNSTALL EMIGRATION ‘SHAREHOLDERS 
Are informed, that a General District Meeting of their 
society will take place on Tuesday evening next, Feb- 
ruary 18th, 1845, at the Christian Brethren’s Meeting 
Room, Lyme-street, Tunstall, when every member of 
the district is respectfully requested to attend, as busi- 
ness of importance will be laid before the meeting. 








PROVISION STORE. 
WELL LLAM COATES, 


MILES’ BANK, HANLEY, 


Begs to inform his friends and the public, that he has commenced 
business in the 


PROVISION LINE; 


and that he would be most happy in supplying those, who may 
favour him with their custom, 


WITH THE VERY BEST ARTICLES 
FLOUR, CHEESE, BACON, 


fe. He 
At the lowest ipossible prices. 


Licensed Dealer in Tea, Coffee, Tebacco, 
&e. &e. 





CHEAP HAT & CAP ESTABLISHMENT. 
FELLOW TOWNSMEN, 
YOU will consult your own interest, by trying the 
PATENT FRENCH VELVET HAT, 


Price 8s. and 10s., equal to the best London Beaver, formerly 
sold at 24s. ; 


SPLENDID SHORT NAPS, 
from 4s. upwards; 


A GREAT VARIETY OF BEAVER BONNETS, 
from 3s. 6d., of the first fashion. 
ALL SORTS OF CAPS, in great variety. 
Observe.— 


SALISBURY & Co’, 
Market Place, Burslem, and corner of Tontine Street, 
Hanley. 





NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Received; “A Potter,” Hanley ; and “ A Friend to Emigration,” 
Shelton. 
The votesef confidence must agam stand over from the want-of 
room. 
THE MINERS. 


We are extremely sorry to withold the insertion of the communi- 
cation of the miners delegates, Messrs. Anty and Price. The case, to 
which they allude, is a most brutal affair ; and has been proved to be 
as illegal as it was tyrannical and unjust, from the success of Mr. 
Roberts in obtaining the release of the four persecuted men. But 
the intentions of the miners to prosecute for false imprisonment, 
precludes our inserting the article, before us; otherwise we should 
be most happy to expose the villany of those who ysurp the seat of 
justice. Anything that we can do to forward “the mission of 
Messrs. Anty and Price, without endangering thé safety of our 
paper, we shall be most happy in doing Appeals to their brethern 
in these districts; notices of meetings; or any communication, so 
worded as to avoid the meshes of the law, will be willingly in- 
serted. That their forthcoming meetings will be well attended, 
and that the requisite funds to purcmase justice will be obtained, 
is our sincere wish. Labour, honest labour, must be defended, or 
the’ perverters of law will trample us in the dusty’ 


Mr. Poweil, secretary of the Tropical Emigration Society, is 
thanked for his communication of the 11th instant. Mr. Evans 
would be happy to accept, weekly, his kind offers of a copy of The 
Morning Star, were it not for the unneeessary expense of postage, 
to which Mr. Powell would be put. Mr. E. will therefore order 
The Morning Star from one of the agents in this district, who re- 
ceive weekly parcels from London, and thus avoid the unnecessary 
expense before alluded to. Agreeably to Mr. Powell’s request, 
the Examiner shall be forwarded weekly. It is flattering to hear 
of the estimation, in which the potters’ proceedings are held by 
the members of his society. We heartily wish success to Mr. 
Etzler, his friends, and the society to which they have given 
birth. 
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